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Introduction 
Thank you for choosing Waves! To get the most out of your new Waves plugin, please take a moment to read this 
user guide. To install software and manage your licenses, you need to have a free Waves account. Sign up at 
www.waves.com. With a Waves account you can keep track of your products, renew your Waves Update Plan, 
participate in bonus programs, and keep up to date with other important information.  

We suggest that you become familiar with the Waves Support pages: www.waves.com/support. There are technical 
articles about installation, troubleshooting, specifications, and more. Plus, you’ll find company contact information 
and Waves Support news. 

LIL TUBE 
Lil Tube is a simple-to-use tube saturator. With its two knobs, it provides an authentic, warm, tube sound that ranges 
from subtle to aggressive. Among the things you can do with it:  

• Add some life to a track by adding a little harmonic distortion.
• Help one or more tracks sit more comfortably in your mix.
• Use different amounts of mild saturation to separate instruments in a mix.
• Create a rich, fat instrument by adding significant amounts of saturation.
• Turn the Drive knob all the way up to get a ragged, distorted tube amp sound.

http://www.waves.com/
http://www.waves.com/support
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Using Lil Tube 
 

There’s not much you need to know to get a good tube 
saturation sound from Lil Tube.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sensitivity Controls the input gain, which influences saturation behavior. These adjustments are 
compensated at the end of the chain, so output gain remains the same. For best results, use the 
loudest section of source (or highest peak) to set the sensitivity.  
Three-position switch: soft, normal, high. A LED indicates the adjusted input signal. A brighter 
LED means a higher level. 

Drive Control 

 

Controls the amount of tube saturation. Even when the Drive knob is at its minimum, Lil Tube 
produces a small amount of harmonic distortion and tube saturation is engaged. Bypass the 
plugin if you don’t want any of this effect. 

Drive LED Indicates the amount of tube saturation, which is influenced by the input signal from the DAW and 
the Drive control. As saturation increases, the LED becomes brighter.  

Output Level Controls the plugin’s output gain. Adjusting the Drive control inevitably changes the gain of the 
signal. Use the Output control to set the desired output gain. 
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